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ADVERTISEMENT; 


T Apnificence, Taſte, Viiliey, Delight, offer ob- 
jects which it would be the maſterpiece of Arr 
to unite in one and the ſame Exhibition. This at lea 
jt is that the Proprietor of the pieces deſcribed more 


particularly in the following catalogue, bas propoſed 
to himſelf, How far he may have fulfilled his defign 


is ſubmitted to the Public to judge and determine. 

The Aſiatic Pomp has been, from all antiquity, in 
_ poſſeſſion of a diſplay of the moſt precious metals, 
coarſely worked, and of gems, for the moſt part, ill 


ſet, and yet worſe diſpoſed, without taite, without 


proper effect, and without utility. 
The Proprietor of this Exhibition, ſenfible that 


there was ſomething better might be done, conceived 


the plan of availing himſelf of the taſte of the Orien- 
taliſts for brilliancy, by adding to it deſign; a higher 
 &niſhing of the workmanſhip; the inchantments of a 


\ mechaniſm, the more likely to captivate thoſe people 
for their having to them the charm of novelty : the 
whole combined with the ſweet harmony of ſounds; 


and even with utility itſelf. 


The Chronoſcope, the Automaton that plays upon 
the flute, the uſe made of natural and mechan:c powers 


in ſeveral of theſe pieces, offer ſurely ideas 2% and 
even pbilaſophical enough to defend them from the re- 
proach of being only glittering gewgaws,—lt may 
be fairly aſked of the moſt inveterate Cynic, if, while 
a1 18 granted to him, that a confuſed heap of wrought 
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ww ADVERTISEMENT. 
gold and jewellery, preſents nothing better than a | 
dazzling glare only fit to fatigue the eyes, without ſay- | 
ing any thing to the underſtanding ; he could puſh his 
rigour ſo far as to involve in ſuch a condemnation thoſe 
works in which it has, at leaſt, been tried to remedy 
thoſe defects, and to introduce new beauties ? Would 
he wiſh to confound the infipidity of a vain ſhow, 
with happy imitations, in gilding and in gems, of a 
butterfly, a flower, a bird, an elephant, and even a 
ſnake! Eſpecially if to ſuch imitation, already of it- 
ſelf ſo ingenious, there were ſuper-added the magic of | 
a mechaniſm giving to them the motions of vegetable | 
and animal life ; accompanied moreover with the har- 
mony of a muſic that flatters the ear, while the eye is 
pleaſingly entertained with objects of which the mag- 
nificence is, by much, the leaſt part of their merit! 

A curious ſpectator may find here wherewith to 
ſatisfy himſelf, in conſidering the difference between 
the European and Aſiatic taſtes. This is even a pre- 
liminary diſtinction of which it is neceſſary not to loſe | 
 Eght. Theſe pieces of work having been originally de- | 
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ſigned for the Orientaliſts; it is but natural that a cer- |} 

' tain conformity ſhould have heen retained to the bar- |: 
baric caſt of their taſte and cuſtoms; a conformity |: 
Which is ſo far from hurting the objects preſented, that - 
it rather gives them a poignant and inſtructive variety, |? 
He muſt be little 2cquainted with the nature of things, 
that would judge of theſe pieces, which were calculated 
for the Indian and Chineſe markets, by the auſtere}: 
rules of our European Arts. Who does not knoy|: 
that our modern gardens owe their greateſt beauties to 
nothing but the courage of adopting, from the Chi- 
neſe, their juſt diſdain of enſlavement to the fetters ol 
Art; to che tame laying out of compartments, 1 
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ADVERTISEMENT. v 


their ſad and frigid ſymmetry ? The wildneſs of the 


Oriental models have a right to pleaſe, not only in 
quality of exotic, but in their giving that kind of idea 


of infinity, which ariſes from an irregularity or 


diſorder, that, even while, in ſome reſpects, it deviates 
from Nature, imitates her, at leaſt, in her ſ. pirited li- 
cences, and bold ſtrokes. 

This undertaking has, beſides, a claim to be con- 


|  fidered in other very favourable points of view. 


The endeavour of the Proprietor has been to open, 


for the nation, the ſource of this article of commerce, 
ſo as thereby to render the luxury of the Eaſt tribu- 


tary to the Induſtry of our Artiſts, and to retrieve to 


this country ſome part, at leaſt, of thoſe immenſe ſums 
which the products and manufactures of Aſia are in- 


ceſſantly draining from Europe. Encouraged by the 


ſucceſs of ſome trials among the Princes of India and 


China, he has not ſcrupled to hazard advances, to i 
expenſive a degree, that whoever fairly compares the 


amount of them, with the price of admiflion, will 


hardly deign to accuſe the Eu of being too 
exacting. 
It has alſo given him great ſatisfaction, that while 


forming this ſplendid aſſemblage of mechanical rarities, 


he has found means to make the labour and induſtry af 
ſo great a number of the moſt ingenious artiſts concur 


to its perfection. The Painter, the Gold{mi:h, the 
Jeweller, the Lapidary, the Sculptor, the Watchmaker 


in ſhort, almoſt all the liberal arts have found employ 


In it: and all have worthily co-operared thereto. 'To 


ſay that the Proprictor has imagined and given this 


kind of extenſion to their extenſive profeſſions, is leſs 


attributing an honour to him, than doing jultice to 


the kindred Arts; which, in virtue of their acknow- 
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in the lending ſplendor to each other. 
hat has alſo greatly contributed to encourage the 
| Proprietor to riſk ſuch ſtupendous advances, is, the 
| co:ideration that on the throne of Great Britain there 
| is 4 GEORGE the Third, a Prince, not only un en- 
| lighiened lover of the Arts and Sciences, but a gene- 
| | 7045 pation to thoſe efforts which they produce; for 
the illuſtrating his reign; for the adorning his capital; 
und for contributing, by giving to it an attractive ces» 
lebrity, to render it, what it is very Capable of be- 
domingz, the ATHENS of EUROPE, 
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ledged on; are ſo well diſpoſed for mutual aid, 
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HE warm approbation and encouragement 


given by the Nobility and Gentry to this 


Erbibition, are extremely flattering to Mr. Cox, 


and highly honourable to his labours; he feeks 
not to conceal, that the Jove of an honeſt fame 
was his chief inducement to embark in ſo expen- 
ſive and ſingular an undertaking, and the ap- 
plauſes which every ſpectator of his performances 
has beſtowed upon them, have amply gratified his 


expectations and wiſhes ; gratified them the more 
perfectly, as the price of admiffion, far from be- 
ing thought extravagant, was deemed inadequate 


— 


to the entertainment. But as Mr. Cox was ſcn+ 


ſible that there were many curious, many ingenious. 


perſons, who could not conveniently ſee the Mu- 
SEUM at its former rate; and that others were led, 
by that rate, to claſs it among the faſhionable 
diſſipations of the times, and ſo became prejudiced 
apainſt it; ſenſible of theſe circumſtances, deſirous 
that the perfection to which the fine Arts have 


been carried, and the uſ-ful purpoſes to which he 
has applied them, may be univerſally known; 


anxious, in ſhort, to pleaſe the whole Public, and 
ambitious to gain, on this occaſion, that general ap- 


probation which he has experienced on others, «nd 
 Toughton all]; it was reſolved to reduce the price of 


admiffion to a Quarter Guinea a Ticker, on which 


footing the MusEum is now open, 
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HE Room is fitted up and decorated in an 

elegant manner: on the cieling of the dome 
are fine paintings in chiaro obſcuro, by a cele- 
brated artiſt, as are the ſides of the dome by the 
fame; with the emblems of the Liberal Arts, 
Mufic, Sculpture, Painting and Mathematics, ; 
which are, in this Muſcum, {> cninently diſ- 
Played. In the center of he oem, and at each 
end, are five magnificent cryttal luſtres, finely 
cut; four leſter luftres are alſo ſuſpended from 
the niguzhd of dragons at the corners of the dome: 
other chandeliers an girandoles of cryſtal are alſo 
placed, wherever light is neceſſary to be tranſ- 
mitted ; curtains of crimſon are let down by ma- 
chines to cover the pieces, which are alſo encloſed 
within a baluſtrade of white and gold: the doors 
| alſo are white and gold finely ornamented, A 
carpet covers the whole room, allo the ſtairs; and, 
by a very curious contrivance, warm air is intro- 
duced into the room, at pleaſure; the Proprietor 
having ſpared neither pains nor expence to make 
it, in every reſpect, commodious and agreeable, 


DESCRIPTIVE 
CATALOGUE, Se. 


PIECE TA FIRST. 
THE CHRONOSCOPE. 
ETSY the year 1769, the fellow of this 


T very curious piece was ſent on board 
- * the Triton Indla- man to Canton, and 
N. ESN now . the 22 of the pars 260 
ror of China. 

This far exceeds that, on account of many 
great additions and improvements, and ſtands at 
the Weſt end of the Muſeum, within a pavillion 

of mirrors, upon a ground of red morocco and 
gold, raiſed ſeveral ſteps; the canopy is alfo of 
red morocco, and gold, ornamented. with pearl, 
| bordered, fringed and taſſeled with gold, from 
which are ſuſpended elegant curtains of crimſon. 
and la, hanging in feſtoons on each {ide ; the 
dome 
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| dome i is alſo of red morocco, and terminates with 
2 gold Eagle. 


The pedeſtal part of this ſuperb piece is ſkil- | 
| fully made, and overlaid with oruaments in every 


part, It is raiſed from the ground on caſtors of 
a peculiar conſtruction, not affected by the weight 
they ſupport, but that move with great facility. 

Four Bulls, at equal diftauces, richly capari- 
ſoned on a ground of curious workmanſhip, ſup- 
port the table; between the Bulls four Dolphins; 
and in the he diviſion, Dragons. of five claws, 
looking upwards at the Bulls; oppoſite the Dol- 
phins are Storks, or Paddy Birds, fixed to the 
caſtors, which, by turning, decline or elevate it 
to a perfect level. 


Two mathematical inſtruments are "hoy to it, 


by which the uprightneſs is eaſily diſcovered, or 
rendered fo when it is not: Bull-ruſhes, and other 
ſhrubs enamelled green, with Lizards twining 
about them, add to the ornaments of the * 
deſtal. 5 5 
The border of the table, which is ; octagon, is 
gadrooned, and otherwiſe decorated. At the eight 
corners hang large ſwinging cireles of flowers and 


palm branches; the flowers ſet with ſtones of va- 


rious colours, to imitate nature. Within the 
circles are Loories (Indian birds of great eſtima- 


tion) copied from, and as large as life; in their 
bills a branch of Laurel, with leaves and fruit of 


Jeweller O work, 


(2-53 


The plane of the table is of the fineſt varie- 


gated tortoiſeſhell, upon a red ground; on which 
ſtands eight Lions, ſupporting a magnificent gal- 
lery, decorated with pillars, arches. fe:iroons, 


jeweller's works, and other fine defigns: behind 


the Lions, in eight diviſions, are paintings of birds 
and beaſts, two in each compartment, covering a 
large circle or frame of braſs, which contains a 
chime of twelve bells, playing twelve tunes; alſo 
a mechanical invention, by which the lions; the 
gallery, and what it contains and ſupports, may be 
turned round at pleaſure, ſo as to be ſeen on every 
fide with the utmoſt conveniency, 

The ground, within the gallery, is of gold 


ſtone, with a double circle of blue and gold, 


forming a platform of exquiſite workmanſhip, 
upon which ſtands a richly caparifoned Elephant, 


that goes round the table from ſprings and me- 


chaniſm fixed in the body of it; which has com- 
munication even to the trunk, ſo as move it in 
many reſpects like life, extending and contraQting 
itin as animating a manner as art can perform. 
On the neck of the elephant is fixed a ſmall 
but rich gallery, all of jeweller's work ; in the 
midſt of it, on a beautiful tranſparent ground, 
of an emerald colour, ſtands a Tartar figure as 
guider of the Elephant, with the ſort of inſtru- 


ment in his hand that is uſed for that purpoſe. 


Joining to the gallery, on the back of the 
Elephant, is a moſt curious horizontal eight-day 


clock, that chimes, ſtrikes, and repeats in a 
: very 
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that purpoſe ; other ornaments are alſo contrived 


. „ 

very extraordinary manner, and is contrived with 
three dials, both in the front, and at the ſides, 
the ſame as if there were three diſtinct clocks, 
all from one movement. The front dial is of 
rock cryſtal, is divided into three leſſer dials, 
has a ſecond, a minute, and an hour hand; be- 
ſides a fourth which di vides the minutes into two 
hundred and forty parts, and is ſo contrived, that 
the motion and running of the wheels, which is 


extremely eurious, may be ſeen through the 


tranſparency of the dial. 
The fourth fide, next the tail of the Elephane. 


is alſo of cryſtal, through which the balance and 
other parts of the motion may be ſeen. 

The caſe of the clock is of gold, decorated 

with jeweller's work, and curiouſly enamelled of 


a moſt beautiful blue colour; and on every ſide is 


a different repreſentation of the moſt curious and 
rare Aſiatick birds and beaſts that are there had 
in great eſtimation. At the four corners are pil- 
lars of the Corinthian order, fluted, and ſet with 
ſeveral hundred ſtones; as are alſo the circles of 


the dials on every ſide : the hands of the clocks 


are of diamonds, ſkilfully made. 


The furniture and capariſon of the Elephant, 


is extremely rich of jeweller's work, adorned 


with ornaments, fringes, and taſſels of pearls. 

The various holes to introduce the keys for 
winding up the clock-work, muſic part, and 
mechaniſm, are all hid by ornaments formed far 


to 
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wo ſhift the tunes, make the muſic play for a 
fhort time or perpetual : likewiſe to make the q 
Elephant go round or move his trunk at plea- 
ſure. 
On the top of the clock is a rich gallery, com- 
poſed entirely of jeweller's work: within the 
gallery is a range of twelve þells, finely poliſh- 


ed; before the bells are two Automaton figures | 
of a man and woman, in Turkiſh habits, all of 


ſolid gold, in their turbans, creſcents, and fea- 0 


thers of rubies and diamonds; before them is a 


deſk, and on it a muſic book enamelled, with the 
notes: over the book is a lamp of five branches; 
the figures appear as if ſinging, and hold a ham- 


mer in each hand; and by the touch of a ſpring, } 


alſo by the going of the clock, play on the bells 


| ſeven different tunes, true to muſic ; their feet | 
_ affiſting, and ſtriking thoſe bells that are not 


played on with their hands, the Elephant going 


round at the ſame time. The gallery in which 


they ſit has a door on each ſide, which opens 
and ſhews the motion of the feet of the figures, f 
which is extremely curious. 
Over the muſic- gallery, ſupported 6 pillars, 

2 ſecond gallery, ſmaller, but equally rich of 
feweller s work, in the center of which a ſingle ; 
bell is fixed; at the four corners are four figures 


proportioned in ſize to the gallery; three of 


which have muſical inftruments in their hands, 
and feathers ſet with diamonds and rubies in their 


caps; the fourth holds in each hand a kammer, : 


þ 
with | 


(14) 


and no viſible communication with the clock, he 
| l ſtrikes on the bell the hours and quarters, per- 
Il! fectly agreeable to the going of the clock below. 
| | Above the ſecond gallery is a Pyramid of 
| twenty four ſtars of jeweller's work; the ſtars, 


{!! tically in a ſpiral form, in ſix rows; their mo- 


|} pyramid is a gold ſhell, with ornaments of ſtones 
and pearls, in which are four dolphins ; their 
heads looking upwards, and their tails meeting 
in the center; which, together with ſome orna- 
ments of jeweller's work, forms a rock; on 
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during the motion of the ſtars, he moves his 
wings as if flying, dropping pearls, which are 


extraordinary piece of mechaniſm, carried up 


e Dolphins and Dragon, aſcending and de- 
ſcending, in a conſtant motion with the ſtars, for 
Ja conſiderable time together. 

In the center of the rich gallery, round which 
the Elephant is made to move, is an obeliſk of 
| | immenſe workmanſhip and art; four Elephants, 
| || ornamented with jeweller's work, at the four 
| | Corners upPort it. 


Tho 


| | with which, though at a n Ares 5 


which gradually diminiſh in ſize, are placed ver- 


tion is pleaſing and curious. On the top of the 


which ſtands a Dragon, richly ſet, his wings 
|| and barbed tail extended, and his head over one 
of the Dolphins in an animated poſture ; and 


received by one of the Dolphins; and, by an 


again into the Dragon; the pearls paſſing thro' 
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The pedeſtal part is four ſquare, with hollow 


corners of gold ſtone; the tops and bottoms of 
lapis, blue and gold; the ſides of ruby-coloured _ 
agate, covered with ornaments and embelliſh- 


ments of jeweller's work, extremely rich; and 


contains the movement wid mechaniſm, chat 


gives life and motion to the whole, by which, 
on every ſide, ſtars of various magnitudes, 


ſpiral worms, and endleſs ſcrews, all of Jew- 


eller's work, an irradiating ſtar, and in front 
a ſerpent and lizard, are ſet in motion, forming 
the moſt pleaſing and delightful variation. 

At the four corners are golden Eagles, their 
wings extending upwards, ſo as to be even with 
their heads, on each of which reſts a golden eſ- 
calop-ſhell: over the Eagles, on the top of the 


| pedeſtal, ſtand four large flying Dragons, with 
| forked extended wings, ribbed with green, and 


ſtones of various colours, holding their heads 


downwards towards the ſhells, into which they 


drop from their mouths large and true pearls, 


' which deſcend through the ſhells, and by an ad- 
mirable piece of mechaniſm aſcend again into the 
Dragons; who, as every Ball paſſes, catch it be- 


tween their teeth and forked tongues ; and when 
a ſucceeding Ball preſents, let one go and catch 


the other, moving their wings at the ſame time, 


in the moſt animated manner poſſible. 
Under the feet of the Dragons are horns of 
Plenty, filled with, and diopping down on each 


ade, a profuſion of rich ornaments of jeweller's 
8 5 work. 
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work. Between the Dragons, under the column 
part of the obeliſk, are other embelliſhments, ſet 
very rich, from whence iſſue ſerpents, turning to- 
wards the right and left; and in the front diviſi- 
ons, over the Satyr's face, is a creſcent and ſtar, 
dy which the whole may be ſet in motion, or 
ſtopped, at pleaſure, 
To the back of the Dragons the column part 
of the obeliſk is fixed, as ſupporters of it. It is 
plated with the fineſt Nee overlaid with leaves 
and flowers formed of ſhells of the moſt beauti- 
ful colours, on a crimſon ground. Upon the 
four ſides are placed four Snakes, eich upwards 
of a foot long, and four lizards, in proportion, 
all of gold, of various colours, curiouſly jointed, | 
ſo as to bend into the moſt ſerpentine forms, to 
extend or contract their bodies and ſcales, to turn 
themſelves in almoſt any direction; and by the 
moſt matchleſs and curious piece of mechaniſm 
that art can boaſt of, to move on the plane and 
| ſurface of the obeliſk, following each other over 
the ſides and corners, aſcending and deſcending 
in the moſt exact forms and motions of life, paſſ- 
ing through vines, with which the obeliſk is de- 
corated, which, as it were, grow up from the four 
corners. Bunches of crimſon and purple grapes, of 
various ſizes, hang on the vines; numbers of flies 
and infects, ſet with pearls, diamonds, and other 
ſtones, are fixed on gold ſprings, to various parts 
of the leaves and branches, and in motion, as if 
kovering over them. The Stalks, the _— | 
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and Grapes are all of jeweller's work, ſet with 


many thouſand ſtones, and contrived with great 
ingenuity, ſo as not to obſtruQ the Serpents and 


Lizards in their motion, but to add greatly to the 


curioſity of it. 
Above the vines, in letters ſet with ſtones 


: of a ruby colour, is the Name, 


J. COX, FECIT, London, 1772. 


Upon the top of the obeliſk, above the name, 
is a figure of an old man, finely executed ; his 


feet on the neck of a Serpent that twines round 
him; holding the tail in his right hand; the 
| forked tongue iſſuing in motion from his mouth, 

Round his body is a girdle of jeweller's work, 


and on his back a large rich ſphere, made with 


immenſe ſkill and art; the feet of which is ele- 
gantly ſet with ſtones of various colours: upon 
the zodlack are the twelve ſigns, curiouſly chaſed, 


of ſolid gold, upon a beautiful red gre und, 

The motion af the ſphere is not oblique, but 
parallel to the horizon, and communicated to it 
through all the other motions, in an almoſt invi- 
fible manner, and fo artfully contrived as to 
move vertically twelve ſplendid Stars, round the 


frame in which it is fixed. 


Upon the top of the ſphere is a vaſe, or- 


namented with feſtoons of flowers of jeweller's 
work, upon which ſtands a terreſtrial globe, 
enamelled on copper; which, though not two 
in in diameter, 1 is as perfectly. drawn and di- 
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vided, as one ten times the ſize; the diviſions of 
the earth, &c. being all perfectly expreſſed; the 


motion is parallel to the horizon, and moves a 
triangle of large ſtars, round the frame of the 


globe horizontally; and the center ſtars verti- 
eally, in conſtant motion with all the other 


ars, without any diſtinct ſeparate movement, 


but by a ſecret and curious connection with the 


whole machine; which requires but once wind- 


ing up to ſet the whole in motion together, 


Above the globe, to make an agreeable termi- 
nation, is a large ſpiral Worm, ſet with ſtones 
brilliant cut; within the ſpiral, and in motion 


with it, is a twine of Serpents, of a beautiful 


emerald preen ; and upon the top of all, ona 


4mall gold globe, ſtanding on one foot, with 


wings extended as if flying, is a golden figure 


of Fame, finely executed ; having in one hand 
a wreath of laurel, in the other a trumpet held 
to its mouth as if ſounding it. 

The Spiral Worm, by the moſt finiſhed rules 
of art and amazing invention, receives from the 
firſt power a circular motion in a proper train, 
by which it catches the eye, and ſeems to be 
winding up without end; and, notwithſtanding 
its motion is quick, by which the figure that 


ſtands on it might be expected to receive the 


ſame velocity; ; yet ſuch is the farther ſtretch of 


invention in that reſpect, that it moves ſlow and 


regular, turning gradually round on every fide, 
The 
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The height of the whole, from the bottom of 
the pedeſtal to the top of the figure, is eight 
feet. : 


Beſides the great weight of gold employed i in 
various parts of this magnificent piece, there are 


near one hundred thouſand ſtones ſet in ornaments 
and embelliſhments of it, including diamonds, 


: rubies, emeralds, precious ſtones, and pearls. 


The luxuriance of the fancy; the aſſemblage 
and profuſion of ſuch almoſt numberleſs motions 


and inventions; the richneſs of embelliſhments 


and ornaments ; the magnificence of the compo- 


fition ; and the immenſe ſkill, taſte, and elegance 
therein diſplayed ; are great even to aſtoniſh- 


ment. ol 
Every claſs of Artiſts employed in its execu- 


tion ſeem to have vied with each other to excel 


in their different departments, and no pains or 
expence have been ſpared to make it compleat. 
The mechanical parts, though delicate and 


curious beyond deſcription, are ſo excellently 


conſtrued, ſo ſtrongly and carefully executed, 
and ſo highly finiſhed, that. nothing but vio- 
lence can injure them, or prevent their per- 
forming their various and extraordinary motions, 


for a long duration. 
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PIECE ru SECOND. 
(At the Entrance of the Room on the Left-hand.) 


A Griffin ſeated upon a Rock, ſupporting a 
Vaſe richly ornamented, the pedeſtal itſelf being 
ſupported by four beautiful Palm Trees, This 
piece is nine feet high, and exhibits a number of 
mechanical motions ; ein water- works, and 
muſical chimes. 

PIECE TRT THIRD: 
(Proceeding on the Left-Rand, ) 


An Elephant richly capariſoned and ſupporting 
a pedeſtal, on which is a triumphal Car drawn 
by four horſes, itſelf ſupporting a Table, on 
which is another triumphal Car, drawn by Doves 
round a magnificent Temple of mother-of-pear], 
embelliſhed with ornaments of jewellery and 
other decorations ; this piece is nine feet high, 
and exhibits various muſical and mechanical 
movements, 5 


| PIECE THE FOURTH. 
Is a Griffin upon a Rock, like No. 2. 


PIECE Taz FIFTH. 


A richly capariſoned Elephant, on a magni- 
Heent Pedeſtal, which ſupports two beautiful 
Galleries, 


— 


( 21) 


Galleries. On the firſt is a ſumptuous Chariot 
of gold covered with flowers, fruit, leaves, and 
ornaments of jewellery, upon which are two Fi- 
gures of gold: it is drawn by a Dragon, On 
the upper Gallery another Chariot drawn by 


Horſes round a rock, upon which is raiſed a Go. 


thick Temple of agate, ornamented with jewel- 
lery, on the ſummit of which is placed an irra- 
diating Star. This piece is twelve feet in height, 


and diſplays (beſides the progreſs of the chariot) 


the fall of Caſcades round and within the receſſes 


of the Temple, and terminates with a ſpiral orna- 


ment. | 
PIECE rn. SIXTH. 

An Elephant ſtanding on an elegant Pedeſtal, 
adorned with a baſket of fruit curiouſly executed : 
on the back of the Elephant is placed a ſuperb 
Temple of Silver, containing a muſical Time- 
piece of excellent workmanſhip ; the ornaments 


of the Temple are of gold and jewellery, as is the 
Elephant, and moſt ſumptuouſly capariſoned ; 


within the body of the Elephant is mechaniſm 


finely conſtructed, by which it is animated to 
perform various motions. like 11. This piece is 
nine feet high. 


PIECE Tur SEVENTH. 


A magnificent Aſiatic Temple, ornamented 


with gold, jewellery, palm-trees, and other rich 
B 3 _____ emibe- 
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embelliſhments, out of the dome of which u 
ally riſes a Pagoda to the muſic of its chimes. 
The Temple itſelf ſtands on a Rock, adorned 
with various Animals, Shrubs, Flowers, Foſſils, 
&c. The ſtand or pedeſtal on which it is placed, 


is compofed of Palm-Trees of a beautiful tranſ- 
parent green, growing on a rocky ground, upon 
which Crocodiles, Plants, Corals, and other 
aquatic productions may be ſeen: in the center 


is a pool of artificial water, ſurrounded with bull- 
ruſhes, and within the pool water Fowls are ſeen. 
This piece is ten feet high, 


PIECE Tre . 
An Elephant, the ſame as No. 6. 


PIE CE THE NINTH. 


A moſt capital Amber Vaſe, the firſt of the 
kind ever made, embelliſhed with many ornaments 
of gold and ftones of various colours, containing 
a large and elegant bunch of Flowers in jewel- 
lery, with Butterflies and other infects alighted 
thereon ; the flowers unfolding, and the butter- 
flies waving their wings in imitation of nature. 

The Vaſe ſtands on the backs of four Turtles, 


animated like nature, and placed on the top of a 


pedeftal raiſed upon columns of cryſtal, and beau- 
tifully adorned with gilt ſhells, amongſt lively 


' caſcades of artificial water and other pleaſing or- 


naments, with which the pot is alſo filled. This 
P ECE 
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PIECE THE TENTH. 


An Automaton in the habit of a Chineſe, 
ſeated under a pavilion of avanturine and lapis 
blue and gold, ſupported by pillars of filver, the 


corniſh and mouldings of the ſame enriched with 
gold, on the top of which is a ſmall Temple, 
containing an Eight-day Time-piece, and on each 


ſide other elegant Temples, correſponding in rich- 
neſs, elegance and deſign with the firſt, and con- 
taining muſical and mechanical motions, with 
ſtars of different magnitude alſo in motion. 

The figure plays various tunes on a gold flute 
ornamented with jewels, The wind proceeding 


from his mouth, while with his fingers he per- 
forms and graces the muſic. 


The pedeſtal of this piece is in form of a com- 
mode of the fineſt lapis lazuli and avanturine, 
ſupported by Aſiatic beaſts, and diſplays, on open- 
ing its doors, a moſt curious piece of machinery 


of a water-mill with a river, bridges, paſſengers, 
water- falls, caſcades, &c. in various directions; 


behind all which 1 is an organ of excellent work- 


<7 manſhip. 


PIECE THE ELEVENTH. 


1 Amber Vaſe, the ſame as No. 9. 


_ PIECE Tre TWELFTH. 
A Cage of Birds, the pedeſtal of which is in 


all reſpects the ſame as the foregoing ; it con- 


talns 
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tains a very fine Chime of Bells, which ring 
changes, expreſs the piano and forte, and other 
graces of muſic; and, by opening the doors, diſ- 
Covers a gtand Caſcade and curious Fountains of 


artificial water, falling from rocks, ſtreaming from 
Dolphins, and blowed up by Tritons out of their 
ſhells, and reflected again by mirrors placed in ca- 


vities of the rocks, 
Upon it ſtands a Bird-cage of exquiſite riehneſs 


and beauty, compoſed of gold, ſilver, jewellery, 


and agate, hnely deſigned and ornamented ; un- 


der the doors of the Cage are pannels in which 
- Birds are ſeen in motion ; in one pannel picking 
fruit and flowers, and in the other, a Neſt of Birds 
fed by the old one: upon the Cage is an Eight-day 


Time- piece, that chimes, ſtrikes, and repeats; has 
two Dials, and, at the right and left of the Cage 
gives motion to vertical ſtars of j eweller's work. 


Above the Time-piece is a Temple of agate, 


adorned with pillars of ſilver, and ornaments of 


gold and jewels ; in the front, a curious painting 


in motion ; above the Temple an hexagonal pa- 


villion, in the center of which is a double verti- 
cal ſtar; it terminating with a larger ſtar, in ſpital 


motion. Within the Cage are a Bullfinch and 


Goldfinch, all of jeweller's work, their plumage 
formed of ſtones of various colours; they move 
their bills, warble, and flutter their wings; their 


notes are muſical and melodious, finging both 
ſolos and duets, which produce the moſt pleaſing 
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PIECE Tx: THIRTEENTH. 


A very large rich vaſe, overlaid with gold, open 


on every fide, filled with rock-work, animals blow- 


ing water from their mouths; ſwans, formed of 


| filver, ſwimming on the ſurface; the handles, 


fides, feet, and every part of the vaſe, enriched with 


a profuſion of ornaments, and ſet with ſtones and 


work of the jeweller, with which the vaſe is alſo 


filled, diſplaying a grand bouquet of exquiſite work- 
manſhip; the various flowers, with their leaves, 


being copied from nature, and ſet with upwards of 
one hundred thouſand ſtones, of different colours, 
by which the ſhades and tints of the flowers are 
beautifully expreſſed ; the capital ones unfolding 


and cloſing again like nature; and the reſt, being 
fixed on ſpiral ſprings of tempered gold, move and 


vibrate by the ſmalleſt motion: above the flowers 
are two birds, as if hanging to a ſpray; they are 
animated like life; the under one looking up with 
open mouth, is fed by the other with pearls, whoſe 


wings are in motion, fluttering at the ſame time. 


This matchleſs and magnificent piece is fixed 
on arich pedeſtal, ſupported by four gilt columns, 


adorned with large ſun and other flowers, growing 


out of the mouths of four curious reptiles, which 


were originally caſt from nature. Within the 
columns is a ſpiral ornament, enriched with leaves 
and flowers of jewellery. Down the ſpiral de- 


ſcend numberleſs golden balls; at the foot of the 


ſpiral being a erocodile, who ſwallows them as 


they 
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they approach, opening and cloſing his jaw like 


nature it is raiſed on gold ſteps, and is twelve 


feet high. 


PIECE rxe FOURTEENTH. 


A grand Water-work of fountains and caſcades, 
in all directions; the baſe of it is a large rock, in 


caverns of which, on every ſide, are falls of water, 
and in the front ſhips paſs and repaſs, rolling and 


agitated as in a gale of wind; at the four corners 
of the rock are many headed Dragons; above 


them, Sea- Nymphs fitting on rocks, from which 
iflue fountains of water, and holding chains of 


gold fixed to the necks of the dragons; from the 
rock aſcends a pyramid of fountains, where, upon 
every ſide, are various anzmals, water iſſuing out 
of their mouths from one to the other ; above 
them a group of Dolphins, blowing up ſtieams of 
water which terminate with ſpirals of jewellery. 

On each fide, two beautiful fountains ter- 


-minatc in like manner. Between the Sea-Nymphs 


above the rock, is an irradiating Sun, below it a 
Peacock of jeweller's work, whoſe plumage is of 
ſtones of radiant colours, like nature: above the 
Sun, which is fixed in a frame of the fineſt agate, 
of a ruby colour, and decorated with jewellery, is 
a curious Time- piece, that repeats the hours and 


quarters; the receſſes of the onyx frame are alſo 


full of fountains. This is the moſt capital piece 


- ofartificial water-works that Mr. Cox ever ns 


$2. 


1 


and is accompanied with muſical chimes, re 


whole ſet in motion together, fo as to play for a 


longer or a ſhorter duration, 


The Pedeſtal of this curious work of art is miade 
to correſpond with it, and isfupported by columns 
of cryſtal, adorned with jewellery work; on every 


fide the repreſentation of water iſſuing from cry- 
ſtal rocks? in the centre is 2 Triton ſtriding a 


Sea-horſe, ſurrounded by Sea-aragons, and other- 
ways finely decorated; it is near twelve feet high. 
PIECE ras FIFTEENTH, 
Is a grand Flower-Pot, the ſame as No. 17, 
PIECE THE SIXTEENTH and 
5 SEV ENT EE NYT IH; 
On each fide the Obel ſk are placed two rich 


vaſes covered with the fineſt red mocha ſtone, 


overlaid with highly-fin:ſhed ornaments of gold, 
containing muſical chimes and mechanical mo- 
tions; upon theſe an aſſemblage of Tulips, Lilies, 
Roſes, Hyacinths and other beautiful productions 
of the garden, all copied from nature, compoſing 
flower-pieces of exquiſite richneſs and coftly work = 
manſhip, ſet with many thouſand ſtones of various 
colours, with uncommon art and laboured attention. 
They ſtand on tables of ſilver, ornamented with 


gold and richly decorated, and are eight feet high, 


PIECE 


) 


PIECE Tux EIGHTEENTH any 
- DES NINETEENTH. « 
In the corners of the room on each fide of the 
Obeliſk, are two grand ſofas, decorated with hi gh- 
Iy-finiſhed ornaments, enriched with gold, con- 
vex glaſſes, reflecting mirrors, and other elegant 
decorations ; the ſeats and pillows are crimſon 
velvet, fringed, bordered, and embroidered with 
gold, and are fourteen feet high, the breadth in 
proportion. RE 


PIECE TusE TWENTIETH AN 
TWENTY-FIRST. | 
(Within the Rails at the Eaſt-End of the Room.) 
Oppoſite to each other are two finely modelled 
figures richly gilt, repreſenting a gardener's boy 
upon a beautiful green enamelled ground, whereon 
various fruits, roots, leaves, inſets and imple- 
ments of gardening, are placed, differently com- 
| poſed of gold and jewellery ; this figure, which is 
of the moſt maſterly execution, is made of molten 
copper, caft in various pieces, and brought to- 
gether with great ſkill, and richly gilt; his coat, 
and other parts of his dreſs, embroidered and orna- 
mented with jewellery ; in his hat a moſt brilliant 
feather, and contains on his head a Vaſe of avan- 
turine and lapis lazuli, adorned with jeweller's 
and other coſtly work, and contains muſical 
chimes, an irradiating ſtar and curious time- piece; 


out of it grows a pine- apple copied from nature, 
5 whoſe 


N 


whoſe leaves are finely enamelled of a 1 
tranſparent green; the pine- apple is of ſilver, 
richly gilt, that burſts open upon playing of the 
chimes, and difcovers a neſt of fix birds: in the 
center of the neſt is the mother bird, formed of 
jeweller's work, whoſe plumage is ſet with tones 
of various colours, which, during the playing of 
the mulic, is, by a curious piece of mechaniſm, 
Animated like life; feeding her ſeveral young ones 
with pearls, and moving from one to the other, 
holding each pearl in her bill over the bird that is 
fed, and drawing up another pear] which is alſo 
carried to the next bird, and then delivered; and 
fo on ſucceſſively feeding her young, from one to 
the other, fluttering her wings at the ſame time; 
after which the pine-apple cloſes again of itſelf, 
-Theſe figures are placed under canopies of crim- 
ſon velvet, enriched with gold and pearls, termi- 
nating with Plumes of Feathers, finely gilt; they 
are lined with mirrors, by which the figures are 
reflected, and the motion of the birds ſeen ; cur- 
tains of crimſon velvet and gold, are ſuſpended in 
feſtoons on each fide, where pedeſtals within the 
curtains are placed that ſupport elegant ſmall vaſes 
filled with flowers, and the pedeſtals with chimes 
and mechaniſm, by which the flowers unfold, and 


inſects flutter with their wings, with other pleaſing 


mechanical motions. Theſe pieces are fourteen 
feet high each. ET | 


PIECE 
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PIECE Tre TWENTY- SECOND AND 
TIWENTY:--THIRD. 
In the ſame part, adjoining to the boys with 

the pine-apple, two other ſuperb ſofas are 


placed, which, beſides a variety of moſt capital 


ornaments with which they are enriched, are de- 
corated with convex and other mirrors in frames 
of gold, and on pedeſtals placed at the ſides and 
front arc adorned with ſeveral pieces of coſtly 


workmanſhip decorated with gold, jewels, and 


pearls, which contain time- pieces, mechaniſm, 


and muſical ornaments. 


Between the ſofas at the upper end of the 
room, are the pictures of their Majeſties, painted 
by Mr. Zoffanii, on ovals of copper; thoſe Royal 
Portraits are magnificent beyond deſcription, they 
are placed in frames of metal finely wrought and 
richly gilt, from whence iſſue numberleſs rays, 
forming a glory or irradiation like beams of the 


ſun, in various reflected colours of light, ſome 


of which, when in motion, appear like liquid 
fire extending on every fide. 
Suſpended from above by genii over each picture 


are Imperial reſplendent Crowns, embelliſhed with 


jewels and pearls, placed under a canopy of crim- 
ſon velvet bordered, fringed, and taſſelled, with 
gold, and adorned with pear's ; upon the cieling 


of which, and in front, is a glory formed of glaſs 
and gold; laurels and palms of gold alſo decorate 
the picture of the King, as lilies and roſes do 


that 


tar} Sy LS he” i | 
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that of the Queen, and are moſt exquiſitely 


wrought from nature, and richly gilt. 
Before the portraits, upon a Throne of gold 


thirty-two feet in circumference, of fix ſteps, 


{tand two rich and finely adorned altars of filver, 
bordered and embelliſhed with gold; on the 
front of one within a wreath of oak is the cypher 
of his Majeſty in letters of gold; upon the other, 
within a wreath of myrtle, the cypher of her 
Majeſty finely executed. Upon the altars, form- 
ed in high relief, various attributes and emblems 
are placed, diſtinguiſhing one as the altar of Peace, 
the cther of Concord; beneath the throne is a 
band of mechanical muſic, playing upon kettle- 
drums, trumpets, and other inſtruments, various 


fine pieces, compoſed by Mr. Smith, concluding 
with God Save the King; at the foot of the 


Throne on each ſide are pillars of filver, in rich- 
neſs, elegance, and deſign, correſponding with 
the altar, and upon them two elegant vaſes filled 


with flowers of jeweller's work, copied from na- 


ture, containing muſical machines and mechancial - 
motions, by which the flowers unfold, and inſets 
move like life. At the back of the Throne are 


placed four other moſt elegant vaſes, two of them 


pearl and gold, and two of jaſper, decorated with 
figures, flowers, animals, and other ornaments, 
each containing beautiful bouquets of flowgrs ot 
zewellery, and in the center flower of each, a 
curious time-piece; the whole together is the 

. moſt 


IF 
moſt diſtinguiſhed” diſplay of art and elegance 
which the fancy of the Proprietor could form. 
It is owing to the coſtly and elaborate prepara- 
tion of this ſuperb ornament, deſigned as a du- 
tiful tribute of acknowledgment to the exalted 
Perſonages pourtrayed, that this Exhibition has 
been delayed fo long beyond the intended time of 
opening; a delay for which the Exhibitor flatters 
himſelf both the motive and conſequences of it 
will be his ſuſcient _—_ 


+*} The celebrated Band of Mechanical Muſic, 
played on the Organ, Kettle-drums, &c. 
with which the Exhibition concludes, was 
compoſed by Mr. THEODORE SMITH, and is 
by him adapted to the Harpſichord, and ſeld 
(for the Author) at the Office of the Muſeum, 
and at his Houſe, No, 4, Church- — St. 
Anne's, Soho. 


